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Today we usually think of a book of poems as composed by a poet, rather than assembled or adapted by a
network of poets and readers. But the earliest European vernacular poetries challenge these assumptions.
Medieval songbooks remind us how lyric poetry was once communally produced and received—a
collaboration of artists, performers, live audiences, and readers stretching across languages and societies.

The only comparative study of its kind, Songbook treats what poetry was before the emergence of the
modern category “poetry”: that is, how vernacular songbooks of the thirteenth to fifteenth centuries shaped
our modern understanding of poetry by establishing expectations of what is a poem, what is a poet, and what
is lyric poetry itself. Marisa Galvez analyzes the seminal songbooks representing the vernacular traditions of
Occitan, Middle High German, and Castilian, and tracks the process by which the songbook emerged from
the original performance contexts of oral publication, into a medium for preservation, and, finally, into an
established literary object. Galvez reveals that songbooks—in ways that resonate with our modern practice of
curated archives and playlists—contain lyric, music, images, and other nonlyric texts selected and ordered to
reflect the local values and preferences of their readers. At a time when medievalists are reassessing the
historical foundations of their field and especially the national literary canons established in the nineteenth
century, a new examination of the songbook’s role in several vernacular traditions is more relevant than ever.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Griffin:

This Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe without we recognize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Songbook: How
Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe can bring once you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe having very good arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Gregory Jones:

Often the book Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in
Medieval Europe is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Earl Quintana:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for you is Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe this reserve consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up.
The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research
when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Francis Lopez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Songbook: How Lyrics Became
Poetry in Medieval Europe which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.
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