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This first extensive study of the practice of blood transfusion in Africa traces the history of one of the most
important therapies in modern medicine from the period of colonial rule to independence and the AIDS
epidemic. The introduction of transfusion held great promise for improving health, but like most new
medical practices, transfusion needed to be adapted to the needs of sub-Saharan Africa, for which there was
no analogous treatment in traditional African medicine.

This otherwise beneficent medical procedure also created a “royal road” for microorganisms, and thus played
a central part in the emergence of human immune viruses in epidemic form. As with more developed health
care systems, blood transfusion practices in sub-Saharan Africa were incapable of detecting the emergence of
HIV. As a result, given the wide use of transfusion, it became an important pathway for the initial spread of
AIDS. Yet African health officials were not without means to understand and respond to the new danger,
thanks to forty years of experience and a framework of appreciating long-standing health risks. The response
to this risk, detailed in this book, yields important insight into the history of epidemics and HIV/AIDS.

Drawing on research from colonial-era governments, European Red Cross societies, independent African
governments, and directly from health officers themselves, this book is the only historical study of the
practice of blood transfusion in Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Austin:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The History of Blood Transfusion in Sub-Saharan Africa (Perspectives on
Global Health) book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding The History of Blood Transfusion in Sub-Saharan
Africa (Perspectives on Global Health) content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking The History of Blood Transfusion in Sub-Saharan Africa (Perspectives on Global
Health) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Matthew Hood:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The History of Blood Transfusion
in Sub-Saharan Africa (Perspectives on Global Health) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person.
So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick The History of Blood
Transfusion in Sub-Saharan Africa (Perspectives on Global Health) become your own personal starter.

Tammie Jackson:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely The History of Blood Transfusion in Sub-Saharan Africa
(Perspectives on Global Health). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Travis Mahon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The History of Blood



Transfusion in Sub-Saharan Africa (Perspectives on Global Health).
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