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Between 1975 and 2007, the American incarceration rate increased nearly fivefold, a historic increase that
puts the United States in a league of its own among advanced economies. We incarcerate more people today
than we ever have, and we stand out as the nation that most frequently uses incarceration to punish those
who break the law. What factors explain the dramatic rise in incarceration rates in such a short period of
time? In Why Are So Many Americans in Prison? Steven Raphael and Michael A. Stoll analyze the shocking
expansion of America’s prison system and illustrate the pressing need to rethink mass incarceration in this
country.

Raphael and Stoll carefully evaluate changes in crime patterns, enforcement practices and sentencing laws to
reach a sobering conclusion: So many Americans are in prison today because we have chosen, through our
public policies, to put them there. They dispel the notion that a rise in crime rates fueled the incarceration
surge; in fact, crime rates have steadily declined to all-time lows. There is also little evidence for other
factors commonly offered to explain the prison boom, such as the deinstitutionalization of the mentally ill
since the 1950s, changing demographics, or the crack-cocaine epidemic. By contrast, Raphael and Stoll
demonstrate that legislative changes to a relatively small set of sentencing policies explain nearly all prison
growth since the 1980s. So-called tough on crime laws, including mandatory minimum penalties and repeat
offender statutes, have increased the propensity to punish more offenders with lengthier prison sentences.
Raphael and Stoll argue that the high-incarceration regime has inflicted broad social costs, particularly
among minority communities, who form a disproportionate share of the incarcerated population. Why Are So
Many Americans in Prison? ends with a powerful plea to consider alternative crime control strategies, such
as expanded policing, drug court programs, and sentencing law reform, which together can end our addiction
to incarceration and still preserve public safety.

As states confront the budgetary and social costs of the incarceration boom, Why Are So Many Americans in
Prison? provides a revealing and accessible guide to the policies that created the era of mass incarceration
and what we can do now to end it.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Fairbanks:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Why Are So Many Americans in Prison?  will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Susie Vadnais:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Why Are So Many Americans in
Prison?  book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Marylouise Potter:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the publication untitled Why Are So Many Americans in Prison?  can be excellent book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jeannie Brenner:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is Why Are
So Many Americans in Prison?  this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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