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The Battle of Thermopylae in 480 BC is one of the most famous battles in history. The heroism of the 300
Spartans who opted to remain behind to face the full might of the Persian host while their Greek allies made
good their escape has become the stuff of legend. The story still inspires novelists and film-makers today
(Frank Miller's fanciful 300 was a huge hit in 2007 and the film rights to Steven Pressfield's more historical
novel Gates of Fire were bought by George Clooney, the film expected to finally surface in 2011 or 2012).
But what is the truth behind the legends and why was this bloody defeat immediately accorded a halo of
glory that has endured for nearly two-and-a-half millennia?

Beyond the Gates of Fire brings together experts on the classical period from Australia, New Zealand and the
United States to take a fresh look at various aspects of the battle. A substantial introductory section by the
editors outlines the background to the conflict as well as the arms, armor and fighting styles of the opposing
sides. The following chapters (9 of them) then discuss such questions as whether the defense of the pass
really was a suicide mission; the exact topography of the battlefield itself in 480 BC, using the latest
geological research and core samples; the impact of the battle on the Greek psyche; commemoration of the
war dead; the impact of the original battle on the conduct of later battles in the pass, right up to the German
invasion of 1941. For the classical scholar or the general reader whose interest has been piqued by the
popular books and films, this book is sure to shed refreshing new light on the most famous last stand in
history.
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From reader reviews:

Carlton Solley:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Beyond the Gates of Fire: New
Perspectives on the Battle of Thermopylae, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Rebecca Dryden:

Beside this particular Beyond the Gates of Fire: New Perspectives on the Battle of Thermopylae in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Beyond the Gates of Fire: New Perspectives on the
Battle of Thermopylae because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Ann Macdonald:

This Beyond the Gates of Fire: New Perspectives on the Battle of Thermopylae is brand new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this Beyond the Gates of Fire: New Perspectives on the Battle of Thermopylae can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the
e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So
you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with
knowledge.

Jesse Eriksen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,



except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Beyond the Gates of Fire:
New Perspectives on the Battle of Thermopylae.
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