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Second Place for Best Biography in English in the International Latino Book Awards●

"On good days I feel I am a bridge. On bad days I just feel alone," Sergio Troncoso writes in this riveting
collection of sixteen personal essays in which he seeks to connect the humanity of his Mexican family to
those he meets on the East Coast, including his wife's Jewish kin. Raised in a home steps from the Mexican
border in El Paso, Texas, Troncoso crossed what seemed an even more imposing border when he left home
to attend Harvard College.

Initially, "outsider status" was thrust upon him; later, he adopted it willingly, writing about the Southwest
and Chicanos in an effort to communicate who he was and where he came from to those unfamiliar with his
childhood world. He wrote to maintain his ties to his parents and his abuelita, and to fight against the elitism
he experienced in the Ivy League. "I was torn," he writes, "between the people I loved at home and the ideas
I devoured away from home."

Troncoso writes to examine his life and to create meaning from the disparate worlds he inhabits and the
borders he crosses. In his three-part essay entitled "Letter to My Young Sons," he documents the terror of his
wife's breast cancer diagnosis and the ups and downs of her surgery and treatment. Other essays explore
evolving gender roles and interfaith marriage as Troncoso becomes a father, he struggles with an uneasy
relationship with his elderly father, and he understands the impact his wife's Jewish heritage and religion
have on his Mexican-American identity.

Crossing Borders: Personal Essays reveals a writer, father and husband who has crossed linguistic, cultural
and intellectual borders to provoke debate about contemporary Mexican-American identity. Challenging
assumptions about literature, the role of writers in America, fatherhood and family, these essays bridge the
chasm between the poverty of the border region and the highest echelons of success in America. Troncoso
writes with the deepest faith in humanity about sacrifice, commitment and honesty.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Buss:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Crossing Borders: Personal Essays was making you
to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The reserve Crossing Borders: Personal Essays is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with the book Crossing Borders: Personal Essays. You never sense lose out
for everything should you read some books.

Annette Dixon:

This Crossing Borders: Personal Essays book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Crossing
Borders: Personal Essays without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't be worry Crossing Borders: Personal Essays can bring any time you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Crossing Borders: Personal Essays having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
sense uninterested in reading.

Scott Duran:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Crossing Borders: Personal Essays book as this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Brittany Gonzalez:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but additionally novel and Crossing Borders: Personal Essays or perhaps
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are
helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Crossing
Borders: Personal Essays to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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