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Contrary to popular belief fostered in countless school classrooms the world over, Christopher Columbus did
not discover that the earth was round. The idea of a spherical world had been widely accepted in educated
circles from as early as the fourth century b.c. Yet, bizarrely, it was not until the supposedly more rational
nineteenth century that the notion of a ?at earth really took hold. Even more bizarrely, it persists to this day,
despite Apollo missions and widely publicized pictures of the decidedly spherical Earth from space.

Based on a range of original sources, Garwood's history of ?at-Earth beliefs---from the Babylonians to the
present day---raises issues central to the history and philosophy of science, its relationship to religion and the
making of human knowledge about the natural world. Flat Earth is the ?rst de?nitive study of one of
history's most notorious and persistent ideas, and it evokes all the intellectual, philosophical, and spiritual
turmoil of the modern age. Ranging from ancient Greece, through Victorian England, to modern-day
America, this is a story that encompasses religion, science, and pseudoscience, as well as a spectacular array
of people and places. Where else could eccentric aristocrats, fundamentalist preachers, and conspiracy
theorists appear alongside Copernicus, Newton, and NASA, except in an account of such a legendary
misconception?

Thoroughly enjoyable and illuminating, Flat Earth is social and intellectual history at its best.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Vandyke:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different type.
Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever they get
because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book? Sometime,
man feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have
this Flat Earth: The History of an Infamous Idea.

Ismael Soliz:

Flat Earth: The History of an Infamous Idea can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Flat Earth: The History of an Infamous
Idea although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial contemplating.

William Sanders:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be learn. Flat
Earth: The History of an Infamous Idea can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those
short extra time problems.

James Shockley:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Flat Earth: The History of an Infamous Idea or
perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Flat Earth: The History of an Infamous Idea to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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