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In 1947, Arabs made up two-thirds of the population of Palestine, and they owned most of its cultivable land.
Why then, did they "lose" their homes and land to a relatively small Jewish community just emerging from
the shocks of World War II? Did the Palestinians "lose" their homeland because they were backward,
primitive, and reactionary? Or was Israel the product of persistent victimization of Palestinian Arabs by an
imperialist power which supported Zionist colonization? Did the Palestinians sell each other out? Or were
they helpless sufferers in the face of a sophisticated enemy with endless resources?
Too often discussions of Palestine are couched in such rhetorical language, based on the assumption that
either Jews or Arabs are morally to blame for historical realities. This study seeks to go beyond attributions
of responsibility to investigate the concrete conditions which determined and limited Palestinian Arab
actions between 1920 and 1948. It was during that period, while Great Britain governed the area under a
League of Nations mandate, that Palestine both emerged and disappeared as a modern political entity.
Many studies of Palestinian Arab nationalism have looked to Zionism as the primary agent of change in the
region. Miller assumes the impact of Jewish settlement but goes beyond these earlier studies to explore the
way in which policies of the Palestine government affected the daily lives of villagers—the majority of the
population—and their understanding of the changes occurring around them. In this way, what emerges is a
detailed analysis of the influence, for good or ill, that government policy had on village community life.
Based largely on archival sources never before used, this work allows the reader to gain a deeper
appreciation of the internal life of the rural community, which had previously received relatively little
attention. Understanding the experiences of Palestinians before 1948 helps us to comprehend immeasurably
better the continuity of movements for Palestinian statehood as well as the continuing tensions and problems
on the West Bank today.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Figueroa:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
Government and Society in Rural Palestine, 1920-1948 (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) will give you
new experience in studying a book.

Joan Naylor:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Government and Society in Rural
Palestine, 1920-1948 (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Johnny Hoffman:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Government and Society in Rural Palestine, 1920-1948 (Modern Middle East
(Paperback)) can make you sense more interested to read.

Betty Jordan:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Government and Society in Rural
Palestine, 1920-1948 (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Government and
Society in Rural Palestine, 1920-1948 (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) can to be your brand-new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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