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Reconstructing Woman explores a scenario common to the works of four major French novelists of the
nineteenth century: Balzac, Flaubert, Zola, and Villiers. In the texts of each author, a “new Pygmalion” (as
Balzac calls one of his characters) turns away from a real woman he has loved or desired and prefers instead
his artificial re-creation of her. All four authors also portray the possibility that this simulacrum, which
replaces the woman, could become real. The central chapters examine this plot and its meanings in multiple
texts of each author (with the exception of the chapter on Villiers, in which only “L’Eve future” is
considered).

The premise is that this shared scenario stems from the discovery in the nineteenth century that humans are
transformable. Because scientific innovations play a major part in this discovery, Dorothy Kelly reviews
some of the contributing trends that attracted one or more of the authors: mesmerism, dissection,
transformism, and evolution, new understandings of human reproduction, spontaneous generation,
puericulture, the experimental method. These ideas and practices provided the novelists with a scientific
context in which controlling, changing, and creating human bodies became imaginable.

At the same time, these authors explore the ways in which not only bodies but also identity can be made. In
close readings, Kelly shows how these narratives reveal that linguistic and coded social structures shape
human identity. Furthermore, through the representation of the power of language to do that shaping, the
authors envision that their own texts would perform that function. The symbol of the reconstruction of
woman thus embodies the fantasy and desire that their novels could create or transform both reality and their
readers in quite literal ways. Through literary analyses, we can deduce from the texts just why this artificial
creation is a woman.
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From reader reviews:

Mary York:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Reconstructing Woman: From Fiction to Reality in the Nineteenth-Century French
Novel (Penn State Romance Studies) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Reconstructing Woman: From Fiction to Reality in the
Nineteenth-Century French Novel (Penn State Romance Studies) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different
by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Reconstructing Woman: From Fiction to Reality in the
Nineteenth-Century French Novel (Penn State Romance Studies) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Charles Anthony:

Often the book Reconstructing Woman: From Fiction to Reality in the Nineteenth-Century French Novel
(Penn State Romance Studies) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style
to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you.
The book Reconstructing Woman: From Fiction to Reality in the Nineteenth-Century French Novel (Penn
State Romance Studies) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

William Bixby:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be read. Reconstructing Woman: From Fiction to Reality in the Nineteenth-Century French Novel (Penn
State Romance Studies) can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short time
problems.

Mary Brott:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
is Reconstructing Woman: From Fiction to Reality in the Nineteenth-Century French Novel (Penn State



Romance Studies).
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