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How did acting begin? What is its history, and what have the great thinkers on acting said about the art and
craft of performance? In this single-volume survey of the history of acting, Jean Benedetti traces the
evolution of the theories of the actor's craft drawing extensively on extracts from key texts, many of which
are unavailable for the student today. Beginning with the classical conceptions of acting as rhetoric and
oratory, as exemplified in the writing of Aristotle, Cicero and others, The Art of the Actor progresses to
examine ideas of acting in Shakespeare's time right through to the present day. Along the way, Benedetti
considers the contribution and theories of key figures such as Diderot, Stanislavski, Meyerhold, Brecht,
Artaud and Grotowski, providing a clear and concise explanation of their work illustrated by extracts and
summaries of their writings. Some source materials appear in the volume for the first time in English.

The Art of the Actor will be the essential history of acting for all students and actors interested in the great
tradition of performance, both as craft and as art.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Ovalle:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Art of the Actor: The Essential
History of Acting from Classical Times to the Present Day is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Allen Ellis:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book.
It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every day to
reading a e-book. The book The Art of the Actor: The Essential History of Acting from Classical Times to
the Present Day it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book provides high quality.

Nicholas Poston:

The Art of the Actor: The Essential History of Acting from Classical Times to the Present Day can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing The Art of the
Actor: The Essential History of Acting from Classical Times to the Present Day yet doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Meghan Drucker:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Art of the Actor: The
Essential History of Acting from Classical Times to the Present Day which is having the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's see.
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