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Roman religion has long presented a number of challenges to historians approaching the subject from a
perspective framed by the three Abrahamic religions. The Romans had no sacred text that espoused its creed
or offered a portrait of its foundational myth. They described relations with the divine using technical terms
widely employed to describe relations with other humans. Indeed, there was not even a word in classical
Latin that corresponds to the English word religion.

In The Gods, the State, and the Individual, John Scheid confronts these and other challenges directly. If
Roman religious practice has long been dismissed as a cynical or naïve system of borrowed structures
unmarked by any true piety, Scheid contends that this is the result of a misplaced expectation that the basis
of religion lies in an individual's personal and revelatory relationship with his or her god. He argues that
when viewed in the light of secular history as opposed to Christian theology, Roman religion emerges as a
legitimate phenomenon in which rituals, both public and private, enforced a sense of communal, civic, and
state identity.

Since the 1970s, Scheid has been one of the most influential figures reshaping scholarly understanding of
ancient Roman religion. The Gods, the State, and the Individual presents a translation of Scheid's work that
chronicles the development of his field-changing scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Logan:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Gods, the State, and the Individual: Reflections
on Civic Religion in Rome (Empire and After) as your daily resource information.

Desmond Gorman:

Typically the book The Gods, the State, and the Individual: Reflections on Civic Religion in Rome (Empire
and After) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

William Emmer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Gods, the State, and the
Individual: Reflections on Civic Religion in Rome (Empire and After) publication written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still question The Gods, the State, and the Individual: Reflections on Civic
Religion in Rome (Empire and After) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one
book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Harold Walsh:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among
the books in the top collection in your reading list will be The Gods, the State, and the Individual:
Reflections on Civic Religion in Rome (Empire and After). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can
get many advantages.
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