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Taking readers into the darkness of solitary confinement, this searing collection of convict experiences,
academic research, and policy recommendations shines a light on the proliferation of supermax (super-
maximum-security) prisons and the detrimental effects of long-term high-security confinement on prisoners
and their families.

Stephen C. Richards, an ex-convict who served time in nine federal prisons before earning his PhD in
criminology, argues the supermax prison era began in 1983 at USP Marion in southern Illinois, where the
first “control units” were built by the Federal Bureau of Prisons. The Marion Experiment, written from a
convict criminology perspective, offers an introduction to long-term solitary confinement and supermax
prisons, followed by a series of first-person accounts by prisoners—some of whom are scholars—previously
or currently incarcerated in high-security facilities, including some of the roughest prisons in the western
world. Scholars also address the widespread “Marionization” of solitary confinement; its impact on female,
adolescent, and mentally ill prisoners and families; and international perspectives on imprisonment.

As a bold step toward rethinking supermax prisons, Richards presents the most comprehensive view of the
topic to date to raise awareness of the negative aspects of long-term solitary confinement and the need to
reevaluate how prisoners are housed and treated.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Cuellar:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great and important the book The Marion Experiment: Long-Term Solitary
Confinement and the Supermax Movement (Elmer H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson Series in
Criminology). All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

James Marcus:

Precisely why? Because this The Marion Experiment: Long-Term Solitary Confinement and the Supermax
Movement (Elmer H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson Series in Criminology) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So
, it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Martin McDaniel:

The Marion Experiment: Long-Term Solitary Confinement and the Supermax Movement (Elmer H Johnson
& Carol Holmes Johnson Series in Criminology) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Marion Experiment: Long-Term Solitary
Confinement and the Supermax Movement (Elmer H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson Series in
Criminology) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial considering.

William Looney:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book The Marion Experiment: Long-Term Solitary Confinement and the Supermax



Movement (Elmer H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson Series in Criminology) we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The Marion
Experiment: Long-Term Solitary Confinement and the Supermax Movement (Elmer H Johnson & Carol
Holmes Johnson Series in Criminology). You can more inviting than now.
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