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J. B. Kennedy argues that Plato's dialogues have an unsuspected musical structure and use symbols to encode
Pythagorean doctrines. The followers of Pythagoras famously thought that the cosmos had a hidden musical
structure and that wise philosophers would be able to hear this harmony of the spheres. Kennedy shows that
Plato gave his dialogues a similar, hidden musical structure. He divided each dialogue into twelve parts and
inserted symbols at each twelfth to mark a musical note. These passages are relatively harmonious or
dissonant, and so traverse the ups and downs of a known musical scale. Many of Plato's ancient followers
insisted that Plato used symbols to conceal his own views within the dialogues, but modern scholars have
denied this. Kennedy, an expert in Pythagorean mathematics and music theory, now shows that Plato's
dialogues do contain a system of symbols. Scholarsin the humanities, without knowledge of obsolete Greek
mathematics, would not have been able to detect these musical patterns. This book begins with a concise and
accessible introduction to Plato's symbolic schemes and the role of allegory in ancient times. The following
chapters then annotate the musical symbolsin two of Plato's most popular dialogues, the Symposium and
Euthyphro, and show that Plato used the musical scale as an outline for structuring his narratives.
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From reader reviews:
Dolores Stiger:

The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing The Musical Structure of
Plato's Dialogues yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh
stage of crucia pondering.

Michael Proctor:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Stephen Hawkins:

Y ou can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues
issimple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.

Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Enrique Boggs:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With
the book The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just ssmply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book The Musical Structure of
Plato's Dialogues. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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