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Much of today's political rhetoric decries the welfare state and our maze of government regulations. Critics
hark back to a time before the state intervened so directly in citizens' lives. In The People's Welfare, William
Novak refutes this vision of a stateless past by documenting America's long history of government regulation
in the areas of public safety, political economy, public property, morality, and public health. Challenging the
myth of American individualism, Novak recovers a distinctive nineteenth-century commitment to shared
obligations and public duties in a well-regulated society. Novak explores the by-laws, ordinances, statutes,
and common law restrictions that regulated almost every aspect of America's society and economy, including
fire regulations, inspection and licensing rules, fair marketplace laws, the moral policing of prostitution and
drunkenness, and health and sanitary codes. Based on a reading of more than one thousand court cases in
addition to the leading legal and political texts of the nineteenth century, The People's Welfare demonstrates
the deep roots of regulation in America and offers a startling reinterpretation of the history of American
governance.
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From reader reviews:

Sean Scruggs:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book
eligible The People's Welfare: Law and Regulation in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Legal
History)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

William McCown:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your
needs but the problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The
People's Welfare: Law and Regulation in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Legal History) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Antoinette Lefebre:

The particular book The People's Welfare: Law and Regulation in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in
Legal History) will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The
People's Welfare: Law and Regulation in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Legal History) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Jesus Allgood:

The publication with title The People's Welfare: Law and Regulation in Nineteenth-Century America
(Studies in Legal History) has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after
read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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