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'I rejoice', said Doctor Johnson, 'to concur with the Common Reader.' For the last century, the tastes and
preferences of the common reader have been reflected in the American and British bestseller lists, and this
Very Short Introduction takes an engaging look through the lists to reveal what we have been reading - and
why.

John Sutherland shows that bestseller lists monitor one of the strongest pulses in modern literature and are
therefore worthy of serious study. Along the way, he lifts the lid on the bestseller industry, examines what
makes a book into a bestseller, and asks what separates bestsellers from canonical fiction.

Exploring the relationship between bestsellers and the fashions, ideologies, and cultural concerns of the day,
the book includes short case-studies and lively summaries of bestsellers through the years: from In His Steps
- now almost totally forgotten, but the biggest all-time bestseller between 1895 and 1945, to Gone with the
Wind and The Andromeda Strain, and The Da Vinci Code.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

David Barr:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Bestsellers: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or ideal book with you?

Claudia Weidner:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Bestsellers: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer involving Bestsellers: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) content conveys
objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Bestsellers: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Donnie Matthews:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This guide Bestsellers: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) was filled in
relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.

Michelle Oquinn:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Bestsellers: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Bestsellers: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to make your spare



time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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