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Magical thinking and behavior have traditionally been viewed as immature, misleading alternatives to
scientific thought that in children inevitably diminish with age. In adults, these inclinations have been labeled
by psychologists largely as superstitions that feed on frustration, uncertainty, and the unpredictable nature of
certain human activities.

In Magic and the Mind, Eugene Subbotsky provides an overview of the mechanisms and development of
magical thinking and beliefs throughout the life span while arguing that the role of this type of thought in
human development should be reconsidered. Rather than an impediment to scientific reasoning or a
byproduct of cognitive development, in children magical thinking is an important and necessary complement
to these processes, enhancing creativity at problem-solving and reinforcing coping strategies, among other
benefits. In adults, magical thinking and beliefs perform important functions both for individuals (coping
with unsolvable problems and stressful situations) and for society (enabling mass influence and promoting
social harmony). Operating in realms not bound by physical causality, such as emotion, relationships, and
suggestion, magical thinking is an ongoing, developing psychological mechanism that, Subbotsky argues, is
integral in the contexts of politics, commercial advertising, and psychotherapy, and undergirds our
construction and understanding of meaning in both mental and physical worlds. Magic and the Mind
represents a unique contribution to our understanding of the importance of magical thinking, offering
experimental evidence and conclusions never before collected in one source. It will be of interest to students
and scholars of developmental psychology, as well as sociologists, anthropologists, and educators.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Drew:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Magic and the Mind: Mechanisms, Functions,
and Development of Magical Thinking and Behavior book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Kelley Thornton:

The publication untitled Magic and the Mind: Mechanisms, Functions, and Development of Magical
Thinking and Behavior is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Magic and the
Mind: Mechanisms, Functions, and Development of Magical Thinking and Behavior from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Charles Kinsella:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Magic and the Mind:
Mechanisms, Functions, and Development of Magical Thinking and Behavior is simple to bring you can read
it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Mary Brott:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Magic and the Mind: Mechanisms, Functions, and Development of Magical Thinking and Behavior when
you necessary it?
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