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"Miss Smith, the wealthy old lady who died recently near Chapel Hill, and who bequeathed a large sum of
money to the State University, did not fail to remember her old slaves, of whom six are now living," read the
New York Times December 6, 1885. But the Times got it wrong: land, not money, was left to the University
of North Carolina and five of Mary Ruffin Smith's former slaves. And the reporter could not have known
that four of the heirs were also her nieces--sired by her two bachelor brothers--or that all five had the same
mother, the Smiths' maid, Harriet. Smith, a spinster, raised the four girls, baptized them into the Episcopal
Church, married them to respectable biracial men and left each 100 acres in her will. The Smith fortune was
made by Mary's grandfather, Revolutionary War veteran Francis Jones, and survived the profligacy of his
son-in-law, Dr. James Smith, before being willed to the university and the North Carolina Episcopal diocese.
Every "legitimate" member of the Jones-Smith family lies in a small cemetery near the former estate. Harriet,
who was struck by lightning, lies in an unmarked grave somewhere in Orange County. Her great-
granddaughter, Pauli Murray, was the first African-American woman admitted to the Episcopalian clergy
and was made a saint in 2012. Her book, Proud Shoes, is based on her grandmother's memories. The
hundreds of descendants of Harriet's daughters have been virtually ignored; as has the son she had by her
common law husband. This book, the result of eight years of research, is for them.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Gann:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact just their can do this.
It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this particular Miss Mary's Money: Fortune and Misfortune in a North
Carolina Plantation Family, 1760-1924 to read.

Tara Scribner:

The reserve with title Miss Mary's Money: Fortune and Misfortune in a North Carolina Plantation Family,
1760-1924 contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read
this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
That book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Rana Jensen:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find
guide that need more time to be read. Miss Mary's Money: Fortune and Misfortune in a North Carolina
Plantation Family, 1760-1924 can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short time
problems.

George Hyler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Miss Mary's Money: Fortune and
Misfortune in a North Carolina Plantation Family, 1760-1924.
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