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In the 1980s, Egypt witnessed a growing revival of religiosity among large sectors of the population,
including artists. Many pious stars retired from art, “repented” from “sinful” activities, and dedicated
themselves to worship, preaching, and charity. Their public conversions were influential in spreading piety to
the Egyptian upper class during the 1990s, which in turn enabled the development of pious markets for
leisure and art, thus facilitating the return of artists as veiled actresses or religiously committed performers.

Revisiting the story she began in “A Trade like Any Other”: Female Singers and Dancers in Egypt, Karin
van Nieuwkerk draws on extensive fieldwork among performers to offer a unique history of the religious
revival in Egypt through the lens of the performing arts. She highlights the narratives of celebrities who
retired in the 1980s and early 1990s, including their spiritual journeys and their influence on the “pietization”
of their fans, among whom are the wealthy, relatively secular, strata of Egyptian society. Van Nieuwkerk
then turns to the emergence of a polemic public sphere in which secularists and Islamists debated Islam, art,
and gender in the 1990s. Finally, she analyzes the Islamist project of “art with a mission” and the
development of Islamic aesthetics, questioning whether the outcome has been to Islamize popular art or
rather to popularize Islam. The result is an intimate thirty-year history of two spheres that have tremendous
importance for Egypt—art production and piety.
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From reader reviews:

Iris Wright:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Performing Piety: Singers and
Actors in Egypt's Islamic Revival book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Terry Crabtree:

The knowledge that you get from Performing Piety: Singers and Actors in Egypt's Islamic Revival may be
the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Performing Piety: Singers and Actors in Egypt's
Islamic Revival giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
particular Performing Piety: Singers and Actors in Egypt's Islamic Revival instantly.

James Jernigan:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Performing Piety: Singers and Actors in Egypt's
Islamic Revival was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Performing Piety:
Singers and Actors in Egypt's Islamic Revival has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose
the best book in your case and try to like reading which.

Theodore Dubose:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Performing Piety: Singers and Actors in Egypt's Islamic Revival when you necessary it?
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