
Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery
to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar Parishes, 1862-

1882
John C. Rodrigue

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B009T635IA
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B009T635IA
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B009T635IA


Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery to Free
Labor in Louisiana's Sugar Parishes, 1862-1882

John C. Rodrigue

Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar Parishes, 1862-
1882 John C. Rodrigue
In Reconstruction in the Cane Fields, John C. Rodrigue examines emancipation and the difficult transition
from slavery to free labor in one enclave of the South — the cane sugar region of southern Louisiana. In
contrast to the various forms of sharecropping and tenancy that replaced slavery in the cotton South, wage
labor dominated the sugar industry. Rodrigue demonstrates that the special geographical and environmental
requirements of sugar production in Louisiana shaped the new labor arrangements. Ultimately, he argues, the
particular demands of Louisiana sugar production accorded freedmen formidable bargaining power in the
contest with planters over free labor.

Rodrigue addresses many issues pivotal to all post-emancipation societies: How would labor be reorganized
following slavery’s demise? Who would wield decision-making power on the plantation? How were former
slaves to secure the fruits of their own labor? He finds that while freedmen’s working and living conditions
in the postbellum sugar industry resembled the prewar status quo, they did not reflect a continuation of the
powerlessness of slavery. Instead, freedmen converted their skills and knowledge of sugar production, their
awareness of how easily they could disrupt the sugar plantation routine, and their political empowerment
during Radical Reconstruction into leverage that they used in disputes with planters over wages, hours, and
labor conditions. Thus, sugar planters, far from being omnipotent overlords who dictated terms to workers,
were forced to adjust to an emerging labor market as well as to black political power.

The labor arrangements particular to postbellum sugar plantations not only propelled the freedmen’s political
mobilization during Radical Reconstruction, Rodrigue shows, but also helped to sustain black political power
— at least for a few years — beyond Reconstruction’s demise in 1877.

By showing that freedmen, under the proper circumstances, were willing to consent to wage labor and to
work routines that strongly resembled those of slavery, Reconstruction in the Cane Fields offers a profound
interpretation of how former slaves defined freedom in slavery’s immediate aftermath. It will prove essential
reading for all students of southern, African American, agricultural, and labor history.
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From reader reviews:

Inez Morales:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar
Parishes, 1862-1882.

George Hardy:

Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar Parishes, 1862-1882 can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery to Free Labor in
Louisiana's Sugar Parishes, 1862-1882 although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Betty Young:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery
to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar Parishes, 1862-1882 was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar
Parishes, 1862-1882 has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading in which.

Henry Heath:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
named of book Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar Parishes,
1862-1882. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring
you from one place to other place.
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