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What is a rule, if it appears to become confused with life? And what is a human life, if, in every one of its
gestures, of its words, and of its silences, it cannot be distinguished from the rule?

It is to these questions that Agamben's new book turns by means of an impassioned reading of the fascinating
and massive phenomenon of Western monasticism from Pachomius to St. Francis. The book reconstructs in
detail the life of the monks with their obsessive attention to temporal articulation and to the Rule, to ascetic
techniques and to liturgy. But Agamben's thesis is that the true novelty of monasticism lies not in the
confusion between life and norm, but in the discovery of a new dimension, in which "life" as such, perhaps
for the first time, is affirmed in its autonomy, and in which the claim of the "highest poverty" and "use"
challenges the law in ways that we must still grapple with today.

How can we think a form-of-life, that is, a human life released from the grip of law, and a use of bodies and
of the world that never becomes an appropriation? How can we think life as something not subject to
ownership but only for common use?
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Haynie:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book The Highest Poverty: Monastic Rules and Form-of-Life (Meridian: Crossing
Aesthetics) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Anthony Hubbard:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The Highest Poverty: Monastic Rules and
Form-of-Life (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Robert Henderson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Highest Poverty: Monastic
Rules and Form-of-Life (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's view.

Betty Blake:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular The Highest Poverty: Monastic Rules and
Form-of-Life (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this
one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably
your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? Let us have The Highest Poverty: Monastic Rules and Form-of-Life (Meridian: Crossing
Aesthetics).
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