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John Homans adopted his dog, Stella, from a shelter for all the usual reasons: fond memories of dogs from
his past, a companion for his son, an excuse for long walks around the neighborhood. Soon enough, she is
happily ensconced in the daily workings of his family. And not only that: Stella is treated like a family
member—in ways that dogs of his youth were not. Spending humanlike sums on vet bills, questioning her
diet and exercise regimens, contemplating her happiness—how had this all come to pass, when the dogs
from Homans’s childhood seemed quite content living mostly out in the yard?

In What’s a Dog For?, Homans explores the dog’s complex and prominent place in our world and how it
came to be. Evolving from wild animals to working animals to nearly human members of our social fabric,
dogs are now the subject of serious scientific studies concerning pet ownership, evolutionary theory, and
even cognitive science. From new insights into what makes dogs so appealing to humans to the health
benefits associated with owning a dog, Homans investigates why the human-canine relationship has evolved
so rapidly—how dogs moved into our families, our homes, and sometimes even our beds in the span of a
generation, becoming a $53 billion industry in the United States in the process.

As dogs take their place as coddled family members and their numbers balloon to more than seventy-seven
million in the United States alone, it’s no surprise that canine culture at large is also undergoing a massive
transformation. They are now subject to many of the same questions of rights and ethics as people, and the
politics of dogs are more tumultuous and public than ever— with fierce moral battles raging over kill
shelters, puppy mills, and breed standards. Incorporating interviews and research from scientists, activists,
breeders, and trainers, What’s a Dog For? investigates how dogs have reached this exalted status and why
they hold such fascination for us. With one paw in the animal world and one paw in the human world, it
turns out they have much to teach us about love, death, and morality—and ultimately, in their closeness and
difference, about what it means to be human.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this What's a Dog For?: The Surprising History,
Science, Philosophy, and Politics of Man's Best Friend book because this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Guadalupe Eggleston:

The book untitled What's a Dog For?: The Surprising History, Science, Philosophy, and Politics of Man's
Best Friend is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content
that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of What's a Dog For?:
The Surprising History, Science, Philosophy, and Politics of Man's Best Friend from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy free time.

Katie Johnson:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This What's a Dog For?: The Surprising
History, Science, Philosophy, and Politics of Man's Best Friend is simple bringing you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book,
you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Karina McDermott:

Beside this kind of What's a Dog For?: The Surprising History, Science, Philosophy, and Politics of Man's
Best Friend in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like
an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have What's a Dog For?: The Surprising History,
Science, Philosophy, and Politics of Man's Best Friend because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with
read it from right now!
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