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Mark Twain towered above the American literary landscape. With a worldwide fame greater than that of
statesmen, scientists, or entertainers, Twain was in his own words "the most conspicuous man on the planet."
Now, in this wonderful recounting of his career, Larzer Ziff offers an incisive, illuminating look at one of the
giants of American letters.
Mark Twain emerges in this book as something of a paradox. His humor made him rich and famous, but he
was unhappy with the role of humorist. He satirized the rapacious economic practices of his society, yet was
caught up in those very practices himself. He was a literary genius who revolutionized the national literature,
yet was unable to resist whatever quirky notion or joke that crossed his mind, often straying from his plot or
contradicting his theme. Ziff offers a lively account of Twain's early years, explores all his major fiction, and
concludes with a consideration of his craftsmanship and his strength as a cultural critic. He offers particularly
telling insight into Twain's travel writings, providing for example an insightful account of Following the
Equator, perhaps Twain's most underrated work. Throughout the book, Ziff examines Twain's writings in
light of the literary cultures of his day--from frontier humorists to Matthew Arnold--and of parallel literary
works of his time--comparing, for example, A Connecticut Yankee with major utopian works of the same
decade. Thus the book is both a work of literary criticism and of cultural history.
Compact and sparkling, here then is an invaluable introduction to Mark Twain, capturing the humor and the
contradictions of America's most beloved writer.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

This Mark Twain (Lives and Legacies Series) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
That Mark Twain (Lives and Legacies Series) without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Mark Twain (Lives and Legacies Series) can
bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Mark Twain (Lives and Legacies Series) having great arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Paul Kindig:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Mark Twain (Lives and Legacies Series), you are
able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

James Cooper:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended for you is
Mark Twain (Lives and Legacies Series) this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Ella Carlson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Mark Twain (Lives and Legacies Series) can give you a lot of
friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Mark Twain (Lives and Legacies Series).
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