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In the summer of 1629, John Winthrop described a series of epidemics that devastated Native American
populations along the eastern seaboard of New England as a "miraculous plague." Winthrop was struck by
the providential nature of these waves of disease, which contributed neatly to the settlers' justifications for
colonial expansion. Taking Winthrop's phrase as its cornerstone, Miraculous Plagues re-imagines New
England's literary history by tracing seventeenth- and early eighteenth-century epidemics alongside events
including early migration, the Antinomian controversy, the evolution of the halfway covenant and jeremiad,
and Boston's 1721 inoculation controversy.

Moving beyond familiar histories of New World epidemics (often referred to as the "virgin soil" model),
Cristobal Silva identifies epidemiology as a generic category with specialized forms and conventions.
Epidemiology functions as both subject and method in Silva's argument, as he details narratives that
represent modes of infection, population distribution, and immunity. He considers how regional and
generational patterns of illness affected the perception of communal identity, and he analyzes the translation
of epidemic events into narrative and generic terms, providing scholars a new way to conceptualize the
relationship between immunology and ideology.

Closing with a discussion of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, Miraculous Plagues underscores the portability of its
insights into the geopolitics of medicine. Just as epidemiology aided in transforming colonial America, it
continues to influence questions of geography, community, and identity that are bound up in global health
practices today.
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From reader reviews:

Amber Orlowski:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Miraculous Plagues: An
Epidemiology of Early New England Narrative will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or appropriate book with you?

Elizabeth Rodrigues:

Why? Because this Miraculous Plagues: An Epidemiology of Early New England Narrative is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Willie Randolph:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Miraculous Plagues: An Epidemiology of Early New England
Narrative why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

James Hibner:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Miraculous
Plagues: An Epidemiology of Early New England Narrative offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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