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Examining an eclectic group of western women’s autobiographical texts—canonical and otherwise—Playing
House in the American West argues for a distinct regional literary tradition characterized by strategic
representations of unconventional domestic life.

The controlling metaphor Cathryn Halverson uses in her engrossing study is “playing house.” From
Caroline Kirkland and Laura Ingalls Wilder to Willa Cather and Marilynne Robinson, from the mid-
nineteenth to the late-twentieth centuries, western authors have persistently embraced wayward or eccentric
housekeeping to prove awoman’s difference from western neighbors and eastern readers alike.

The readings in Playing House investigate the surprising textual ends to which westerners turn the familiar
terrain of the home: evaluating community; arguing for different conceptions of race and class; and perhaps
most especially, resisting traditional gender roles. Western women writers, Halverson argues, render the
home as a stage for autonomy, resistance, and imagination rather than as a site of sacrifice and obligation.

The western women examined in Playing House in the American West are promoted and read as
representatives of aregion, asinsiders offering views of distant and intriguing ways of life, even asthey
conceive of themselves as outsiders. By playing with domestic conventions, they recast the region they
describe, portraying the West as a place that fosters female agency, individuality, and subjectivity.
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From reader reviews:
Diana Ham:

This Playing House in the American West: Western Women's Life Narratives, 1839-1987 usually arereliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Playing House in the
American West: Western Women's Life Narratives, 1839-1987 can be among the great books you must have
isactually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that
possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Playing House in the American West:
Western Women's Life Narratives, 1839-1987 giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So, let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Bar bara Norwood:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Playing House in
the American West: Western Women's Life Narratives, 1839-1987 suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Playing House in the American West: Western Women's
Life Narratives, 1839-1987is asingle of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired lots
of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their ideain the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core
of this e-book. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

Flora Gordon:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyoneto
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find alot of referralsto get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou will observe that
now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to your
account is Playing House in the American West: Western Women's Life Narratives, 1839-1987 this guide
consist alot of the information on the condition of thisworld now. Thiskind of book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal al of you.

Mathew Casillas;

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge fromit. Y ou can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book iswritten or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this particular
modern eralike now, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add your



understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Playing House in the American West: Western Women's Life Narratives, 1839-1987 when you
required it?
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