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A provocative survey of interdisciplinary challenges to the concept of reductionism.

During the last few decades, the fundamental premises of the modern view of knowledge have been
increasingly called into question. Questioning Nineteenth-Century Assumptions about Knowledge II:
Reductionism provides an in-depth look at the debates surrounding the status of “reductionism” in the
sciences, social sciences, and the humanities in detailed and wide-ranging discussions among experts from
across the disciplines. Whether or not there is or should be a basic epistemological stance that is different in
the sciences and humanities, and whether or not such a stance as exemplified by the approach to
reductionism is changing, has enormous consequences for all aspects of knowledge production. Featured are
an overview and subsequent discussion of this pervasive concept in the social sciences that parses
reductionism into the categories of strong social constructionism and anti-essentialism, social ontology and
the apathetic actor, dualisms, and individualism. Also of interest in chapters and follow up discussions are
the relations between essentialism and emergentism in complex systems theory.

“Modern knowledge, according to the contributors to this multivolume exercise (based on three symposia), is
based on three questionable premises and principles: determinism, reductionism, and dualism. Each volume
interrogates these three principles and seeks to find alternative and more satisfying bases for knowledge. The
volumes include formal papers as well as commentaries and edited transcripts of the discussions at each
symposium. The range is truly extraordinary, with papers covering everything from economics to opera,
cognitive neuroscience, literary studies, mathematical modeling, and systems theory … [the volumes] open a
host of questions for scholars to ponder and suggest many enlightening lines of inquiry … Highly
recommended.” — CHOICE

Richard E. Lee is Professor of Sociology and Director of the Fernand Braudel Center at Binghamton
University, State University of New York. He is the author of Life and Times of Cultural Studies: The
Politics and Transformation of the Structures of Knowledge and the coeditor (with Immanuel Wallerstein) of
Overcoming the Two Cultures: Science versus the Humanities in the Modern World-System.
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From reader reviews:

Rolanda Parker:

This Questioning Nineteenth-Century Assumptions about Knowledge, II: Reductionism (SUNY Series,
Fernand Braudel Center Studies in Historical Social Science) are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Questioning Nineteenth-Century Assumptions about Knowledge, II:
Reductionism (SUNY Series, Fernand Braudel Center Studies in Historical Social Science) can be on the list
of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an
individual with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this Questioning Nineteenth-Century Assumptions about Knowledge, II: Reductionism (SUNY Series,
Fernand Braudel Center Studies in Historical Social Science) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Margaret Calderon:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Questioning
Nineteenth-Century Assumptions about Knowledge, II: Reductionism (SUNY Series, Fernand Braudel
Center Studies in Historical Social Science) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Questioning Nineteenth-Century Assumptions about
Knowledge, II: Reductionism (SUNY Series, Fernand Braudel Center Studies in Historical Social Science)is
the main of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in
the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Jennifer Wetzel:

This Questioning Nineteenth-Century Assumptions about Knowledge, II: Reductionism (SUNY Series,
Fernand Braudel Center Studies in Historical Social Science) is brand-new way for you who has interest to
look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Questioning
Nineteenth-Century Assumptions about Knowledge, II: Reductionism (SUNY Series, Fernand Braudel
Center Studies in Historical Social Science) can be the light food for you because the information inside this
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,
sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life as well as knowledge.



Edward Sullivan:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is called of book Questioning Nineteenth-Century Assumptions about Knowledge, II: Reductionism (SUNY
Series, Fernand Braudel Center Studies in Historical Social Science). You can contribute your knowledge by
it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It
is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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