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In July 1944 the Allies were stunned by the appearance of the Messerschmitt Me-262, the world’s first
operational jet warplane. This new German fighter was more than 100 mph faster than any other aircraft in
the skies. Although always greatly outnumbered, the Me-262 gained scores of victories over Allied fighters
and bombers, and by the end of the war, many of the Luftwaffe’s greatest aces had clamored to be in their
cockpits. No wonder military leaders believed that if it had been introduced earlier, this jet could have
changed the outcome of the war.

Sharks of the Air tells the story of Willy Messerschmitt’s life, and shows how this aeronautical genius built
many revolutionary airplanes—not excluding the Luftwaffe’s mainstay, the Me-109—and culminating in the
Me-262. It describes how his various warplanes fought in Spain, Poland, France, Britain, the U.S.S.R., and
over Germany, and it provides thrilling accounts of air battles drawn from combat reports and interviews
with veterans.

This book also shows how Messerschmitt—like other geniuses such as Porsche, von Braun, and Speer— was
affected by cutthroat Nazi politics, and describes his intense rivalries with other aircraft designers. It reveals
aspects of his life never before made public, including his love affair with the beautiful Baroness Lilly
Michel-Rolino, a rich aristocrat who left her husband to live with Willy.

And finally it shows how in Word War II Messerschmitt believed he was loyally supporting the Fatherland,
until he realized too late that Hitler was a madman. Like many of the technical innovations of Nazi Germany
in the war, production arrived too late in order to change the final outcome. If Messerschmitt had been given
free rein from the start, however, Allied air superiority might never have occurred.

Author James Neal Harvey has been a pilot for more than 40 years and has owned a dozen aircraft (including
a De Havilland Tiger Moth built for the RAF, a Stinson V-77 that flew in the Royal Navy, and a
Messerschmitt Bf-108 that served in the Luftwaffe). Author of six previous books, his grasp of aero-
dynamics informs the narrative, as he examines how Messerschmitt might well have changed the course of
the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

William Hoover:

The book Sharks of the Air: Willy Messerschmitt and How He Built the World's First Operational Jet Fighter
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book
Sharks of the Air: Willy Messerschmitt and How He Built the World's First Operational Jet Fighter is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

John Tibbs:

This Sharks of the Air: Willy Messerschmitt and How He Built the World's First Operational Jet Fighter is
great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world
and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great
coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information
with attractive delivering sentences. Having Sharks of the Air: Willy Messerschmitt and How He Built the
World's First Operational Jet Fighter in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
which?

Martha Skaggs:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Sharks of the Air: Willy
Messerschmitt and How He Built the World's First Operational Jet Fighter can be the solution, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Robert Clark:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching
from it. It is named of book Sharks of the Air: Willy Messerschmitt and How He Built the World's First
Operational Jet Fighter. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add
your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book.
It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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