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Originally published in 1957, this classic work has guided generations of scholars through the arcane
mysteries of medieval political theology. Throughout history, the notion of two bodies has permitted the post
mortem continuity of monarch and monarchy, as epitomized by the statement, "The king is dead. Long live
the king." In The King's Two Bodies, Ernst Kantorowicz traces the historical problem posed by the "King's
two bodies"--the body natural and the body politic--back to the Middle Ages and demonstrates, by placing
the concept in its proper setting of medieval thought and political theory, how the early-modern Western
monarchies gradually began to develop a "political theology."

The king's natural body has physical attributes, suffers, and dies, naturally, as do all humans; but the king's
other body, the spiritual body, transcends the earthly and serves as a symbol of his office as majesty with the
divine right to rule. The notion of the two bodies allowed for the continuity of monarchy even when the
monarch died, as summed up in the formulation "The king is dead. Long live the king."

Bringing together liturgical works, images, and polemical material, The King's Two Bodies explores the long
Christian past behind this "political theology." It provides a subtle history of how commonwealths developed
symbolic means for establishing their sovereignty and, with such means, began to establish early forms of
the nation-state.

Kantorowicz fled Nazi Germany in 1938, after refusing to sign a Nazi loyalty oath, and settled in the United
States. While teaching at the University of California, Berkeley, he once again refused to sign an oath of
allegiance, this one designed to identify Communist Party sympathizers. He resigned as a result of the
controversy and moved to the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, where he remained for the rest of
his life, and where he wrote The King's Two Bodies.

Featuring a new introduction, The King’s Two Bodies is a subtle history of how commonwealths developed
symbolic means for establishing their sovereignty and, with such means, began to establish early forms of
the nation-state.
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From reader reviews:

Kelsey Dehart:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book The King's Two Bodies: A Study in Medieval Political
Theology (Princeton Classics) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book The King's Two Bodies: A Study in
Medieval Political Theology (Princeton Classics) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship using the book The King's Two Bodies: A Study in Medieval Political
Theology (Princeton Classics). You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Brenda Carey:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be smart
in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The King's Two Bodies: A Study in
Medieval Political Theology (Princeton Classics) book because book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Mary Clement:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely The King's Two Bodies: A Study in Medieval Political Theology (Princeton
Classics).

Michael Rahn:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The King's Two Bodies: A Study in Medieval Political
Theology (Princeton Classics) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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