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This original and insightful study explores the points at which theater and propaganda meet. Defining
propaganda as a form of "activated ideology," George H. Szanto discusses the distortion of information that
occurs in dramatic literature in its stage, film, and television forms.

Szanto analyzes the nature of "integration propaganda," which is designed to render the audience passive and
to encourage the acceptance of the status quo, as opposed to "agitation propaganda," which aims to inspire
the audience to action. In Szanto's view, most popular western theater is saturated, though usually not
intentionally, with integration propaganda. The overall purpose of Theater and Propaganda is twofold: to
analyze the nature of integration propaganda so that it becomes visible to western readers as a tool of the
dominant class in society, and to examine the manner by which unself-conscious propagandistic methods
have saturated dramatic presentation.

In discussing the importance of propaganda within and between technological states, the author examines the
seminal work of Jacques Ellul. In this chapter he analyzes the function of integration propaganda in a
relatively stable society. The following chapter defines and analyzes three theaters (in the sense of
performance) of propaganda: the theater of agitation propaganda, of integration propaganda, and of
dialectical propaganda. In this section he uses examples from a variety of plays, movies, and television
commercials. In succeeding chapters Szanto discusses the role of integration propaganda in the medieval
Wakefield mystery plays and the plays of Samuel Beckett. The appendix, "Contradiction and
Demystification," provides a general model that suggests ways of breaking down and overcoming the
propagandistic intentions of an artwork and discusses theater's possible role in this breakdown.
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From reader reviews:

Norma Dickerson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole
day to reading a guide. The book Theater & Propaganda it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Latoya Jones:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be Theater & Propaganda.

Ruth Goodrich:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be Theater & Propaganda why because the excellent cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Laura Hill:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Theater & Propaganda will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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