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From the ancient Mediterranean world to the present day, our conceptions of what is universal in language
have interacted with our experiences of language learning. This book tells two stories: the story of how
scholars in the west have conceived of the fact that human languages share important properties despite their
obvious differences, and the story of how westerners have understood the nature of second or foreign
language learning.
In narrating these two stories, the author argues that modern second language acquisition theory needs to
reassess what counts as its own past. The book addresses Greek contributions to the prehistory of universal
grammar, Roman bilingualism, the emergence of the first foreign language grammars in the early Middle
Ages, and the Medieval speculative grammarians efforts to define the essentials of human language. The
author shows how after the renaissance expanded people's awareness of language differences, scholars
returned to the questions of universals in the context of second language learning, including in the 1660 Port-
Royal grammar which Chomsky notoriously celebrated in Cartesian Linguistics. The book then looks at how
Post-Saussurean European linguistics and American structuralism up to modern generative grammar have
each differently conceived of universals and language learning.
Universal Grammar in Second Language Acquisition is a remarkable contribution to the history of
linguistics and will be essential reading for students and scholars of linguistics, specialists in second
language acquisition and language teacher-educators.
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From reader reviews:

Lucas Florio:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for us. The book Universal Grammar in Second-Language Acquisition: A History (Routledge
Studies in the History of Linguistics) ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Universal Grammar in
Second-Language Acquisition: A History (Routledge Studies in the History of Linguistics) is not only giving
you much more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Universal Grammar in
Second-Language Acquisition: A History (Routledge Studies in the History of Linguistics). You never feel
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Robert Shelby:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one with theme
for entertaining like comic or novel. The Universal Grammar in Second-Language Acquisition: A History
(Routledge Studies in the History of Linguistics) is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Ana Vela:

Often the book Universal Grammar in Second-Language Acquisition: A History (Routledge Studies in the
History of Linguistics) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The
book Universal Grammar in Second-Language Acquisition: A History (Routledge Studies in the History of
Linguistics) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can easier to read the book.

Irene Robertson:

The book untitled Universal Grammar in Second-Language Acquisition: A History (Routledge Studies in the
History of Linguistics) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy
to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary
works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site
along with order it. Have a nice examine.
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