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What can the politics of discourse tell us about the discourse of politics?

How are flexibility and lifelong learning positioned within policy?

Flexibility and lifelong learning have become key aspects of education policy in nation states and bodies
such as the European Union and Organisation of Economic Cooperation and Development in recent years.
They are positioned as necessary for the knowledge economy and social inclusion. The failure to adapt
through becoming more flexible and participating in lifelong learning is held up as a failure at individual,
organisational and national levels.

But how has that narrative come to be constructed? In what ways is it persuasive? And what forms of
political action are possible and necessary? These are the questions addressed in this text. Drawing upon the
work of Michel Foucault and on the notion of rhetoric, this book forensically explores examples of the work
of policy texts in the discourses of education, lifelong learning and flexibility that they construct. In so doing,
it argues for the need to take policy discourse seriously and not simply dismiss it as ‘spin’.

Through a detailed examination of policy texts from primarily Australia, the UK and European Union, this
text provides insights into the strategies through which flexibility and lifelong learning become realized and
realizable as part of the common sense of educational discourse. Rather than simply rejecting these ideas, or
suggesting they are merely the window dressing for the more malign interests of the knowledge economy or
globalization, it suggests a politics of the wedge and possibilities for the insertion of different meanings.
Central to the claims of this text are that we need to engage closely with the discursive and rhetorical
strategies of policy, in order that we understand both how it is constructed and thus how it can be
deconstructed.
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From reader reviews:

Patsy Hall:

This book untitled Flexibility and Lifelong Learning: Policy, Discourse, Politics to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Mary Stockton:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled Flexibility and Lifelong Learning: Policy, Discourse, Politics your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Flexibility and Lifelong Learning: Policy, Discourse,
Politics giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want
to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Betty Guinn:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Flexibility and Lifelong Learning: Policy,
Discourse, Politics publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Flexibility and Lifelong
Learning: Policy, Discourse, Politics as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is
one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Joseph Wilds:

The book untitled Flexibility and Lifelong Learning: Policy, Discourse, Politics contain a lot of information
on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have
a nice examine.
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