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Spreading democracy takes more than cutting-edge military hardware. Winning the hearts and minds of a
troubled nation is a special mission we give to bewildered young soldiers who can’t speak the native
language, don’t know the customs, can’t tell friends from enemies, and–in this wonderfully outrageous Iraq-
era novel about Vietnam–wonder why they have to risk their lives spraying peanut plants, inoculating pigs,
and hauling miracle rice seed for Ho Chi Minh.

Brash, eye-opening, and surprisingly comic, Of Rice and Men displays the same irreverent spirit as the
black-comedy classics Catch-22 and MASH–as it chronicles the American Army’s little known “Civil
Affairs” soldiers who courageously roam hostile war zones, not to kill or to destroy, but to build, to feed, and
to heal. Unprepared, uncertain, and naive, they find it impossible to make the skeptical population fall in love
with them.

But it’s thrilling to watch them try.

Among the unforgettable characters: Guy Lopaca, an inept Army-trained interpreter who can barely say “I
can’t speak Vietnamese” in Vietnamese, but has no trouble chatting with stray dogs and water buffalo. Guy’s
friends include “Virgin Mary” Crocker, a pragmatic nurse earning a fortune spending nights with homesick
soldiers; Paul Gianelli, a heroic builder of medical clinics who doesn’t want to be remembered badly, so he
never goes home; and Tyler DeMudge, whose cure for every problem is a chilly martini, a patch of shade,
and the theory that every bad event in life is “good training” for enduring it again.

Pricelessly funny, disarming, thought-provoking, as fresh as the morning headlines, and bursting with
humor, affection, and pride, Of Rice and Men is a sincere tribute to those young men and women, thrust into
our hearts-and-minds wars, who try to do absolute good in a hopeless situation.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

This Of Rice and Men: A Novel of Vietnam book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Of Rice and Men: A Novel of Vietnam without we know teach the one who reading through it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Of Rice and Men: A Novel of Vietnam can
bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Of Rice and Men: A Novel of Vietnam having great
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

James Shafer:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Of Rice and
Men: A Novel of Vietnam suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era.
Often the book untitled Of Rice and Men: A Novel of Vietnamis the main one of several books that everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give
you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this
book.

Elizabeth Branch:

You can obtain this Of Rice and Men: A Novel of Vietnam by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Sharon Bradley:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Of Rice and Men: A Novel of
Vietnam to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea
about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it.
Beside that the reserve Of Rice and Men: A Novel of Vietnam can to be your friend when you're experience
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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