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This study revaluates the work of the scientist and radical, poet and dramatist and English exile in Germany
Thomas Lovell Beddoes (1803-1849). While his writing has elicited high praise from poets ranging from
Robert Browning through Ezra Pound to John Ashbery, scholars have frequently neglected it on grounds of
its purportedly morbid and opaque eccentricity. Countering this scholarly perception, this book deftly
relocates Beddoes’s poetry, drama and prose at the centre of Anglo-German debates on aesthetics and life
science, politics and theatre in an early nineteenth-century European context. Aided by his letters from
Germany, the book re-creates the intercultural discursive universe in which Beddoes easily moves from
Shakespeare’s plays or the aesthetic experiments of Shelley and his circle to Goethe and to topics debated
among Heinrich Heine and the Jungdeutschen, from the most advanced contemporary scientific research to
the post-Napoleonic politics of the German radical students’ organisations, and from Byron, Baillie and
London’s illegitimate theatre to Schiller’s and Tieck’s highly charged reflections on male-male friendship.
The study combines historicist strategies with theories of performance, performativity, and visuality as it
focuses, in particular, on Beddoes’s major and defining work, Death’s Jest-Book, first completed in 1829 and
published posthumously after much revision in 1850. This study shows how Death’s Jest Book, as both
drama and poetry, devises complex perspectives on scientifically inspired notions of ‘life’ and history, how it
forges a radical vision for post-Napoleonic Europe and how it links this vision to a daring conception of
desiring, gendered selves. The book pays close attention to the dialogue Beddoes’s writing maintains with
Early Modern literature, and it highlights the proto-modernist features that link his work to that of Büchner,
Grabbe and a European theatre avant-garde. This innovative study of Beddoes’s work, cutting across current
investigations into politics, gender, and science in intercultural Romantic Studies should be of interest to
scholars and students of British Romantic and Victorian studies as well as of German Vormärz studies, and
to students and scholars of drama and theatre as well as Queer studies.
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From reader reviews:

Quincy Eddy:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Science, Politics, and Friendship in the Works of Thomas Lovell Beddoes.

Donn Chavez:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Science, Politics, and Friendship
in the Works of Thomas Lovell Beddoes book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Eli Benton:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to your account is Science, Politics, and Friendship in the Works of Thomas Lovell
Beddoes this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Clarence Williams:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Science, Politics, and
Friendship in the Works of Thomas Lovell Beddoes which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.
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