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This book offers an exciting new perspective on the origins of language. Language is conceptualized as a
collective invention, on the model of writing or the wheel, and the book places social and cultural dynamics
at the centre of its evolution: language emerged and further developed in human communities already
suffused with meaning and communication, mimesis, ritual, song and dance, alloparenting, new divisions of
labour and revolutionary changes in social
relations. The book thus challenges assumptions about the causal relations between genes, capacities, social
communication and innovation: the biological capacities are taken to evolve incrementally on the basis of
cognitive plasticity, in a process that recruits previous adaptations and fine-tunes them to
serve novel communicative ends. Topics include the ability brought about by language to tell lies, that must
have confronted our ancestors with new problems of public trust; the dynamics of social-cognitive co-
evolution; the role of gesture and mimesis in linguistic communication; studies of how monkeys and apes
express their feelings or thoughts; play, laughter, dance, song, ritual and other social displays among extant
hunter-gatherers; the social nature of language acquisition and
innovation; normativity and the emergence of linguistic norms; the interaction of language and emotions;
and novel perspectives on the time-frame for language evolution. The contributors are leading international
scholars from linguistics, anthropology, palaeontology, primatology, psychology, evolutionary
biology, artificial intelligence, archaeology, and cognitive science.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book The Social Origins of Language (Oxford Studies in the
Evolution of Language) ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve The Social Origins of Language (Oxford
Studies in the Evolution of Language) is not only giving you much more new information but also for being
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship with all the book The Social Origins of Language (Oxford Studies in the Evolution of
Language). You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Jacqueline Bull:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Social Origins of
Language (Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Marcy Madison:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The The Social Origins of
Language (Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language) provide you with a new experience in looking at a
book.

John Guenther:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Social Origins of Language (Oxford Studies in the
Evolution of Language).
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