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Over the course of the twentieth century, democracies demonstrated an uncanny ability to win wars when
their survival was at stake. As this book makes clear, this success cannot be explained merely by superior
military equipment or a particular geographical advantage. Instead, it is argued that the legal frameworks
imbedded in democratic societies offered them a fundamental advantage over their more politically restricted
rivals. For democracies fight wars aided by codes of behaviour shaped by their laws, customs and treaties
that reflect the wider values of their society. This means that voters and the public can influence the decision
to wage and sustain war. Thus, a precarious balance between government, parliament and military leadership
is the backbone of any democracy at war, and the key to success or failure. Beginning with the sixteenth- and
seventeenth-century writings of Alberico Gentili and Hugo Grotius, this book traces the rise of legal
concepts of war between states. It argues that the ideas and theories set out by the likes of Gentili and Grotius
were to provide the bedrock of western democratic thinking in wartime. The book then moves on to look in
detail at the two World Wars of the twentieth century and how legal thinking adapted itself to the realities of
industrial and total war. In particular it focuses upon the impact of differing political ideologies on the
conduct of war, and how combatant nations were frequently forced to challenge core beliefs and values in
order to win. Through a combination of history and legal philosophy, this book contributes to a better
understanding of democratic government when it is most severely tested at war. The ideas and concepts
addressed will resonate, both with those studying the past, and current events.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield.

Bruce Healy:

Here thing why this kind of Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a
Battlefield giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is
no e-book that similar with Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield in e-book can be your alternative.

Robert Alcock:

Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield nevertheless doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This
great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Christopher Williams:

The book untitled Democracies and the Shock of War: The Law as a Battlefield contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement
all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous
author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.
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