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As S. Morris Engel alerts us in this eye-opening book, we risk falling into potentially harmful language traps
every moment. Not just the occasional malapropism or grammatical faux pas, but a more sinister kind —
distortions of meaning that would persuade us to believe something that may not be true.
Sometimes these language traps are set for us deliberately by politicians, advertisers, journalists, lawyers or
other professional persuaders. Sometimes they are set inadvertently by our friends, our loved ones — even
ourselves. This work explains how and why these fallacies work, and how we may suffer the consequences
when they do.
Day after day we listen to government newspeak (our troops are called "peace-keeping forces"), exaggerated
advertising claims from "leading authorities," twisted logic and misleading propaganda. We are treated to
more and more euphemisms (slums are called "substandard housing"; dogcatchers, "animal welfare
officers"). We encounter innumerable ambiguities ("I wish you all the good fortune you deserve") — and
indulge in a few ourselves. The author wittily explores this verbal minefield, and tells us how to spot a
language trap and how to avoid falling in.
The book is not only a useful manual of verbal self-defense, it's an engrossing study of the nature of
language and the subtle ways in which it operates. It will intrigue anyone interested in words, language, and
the dynamics of modern culture.
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From reader reviews:

George Thomas:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Fallacies and Pitfalls of Language: The
Language Trap (Dover Language Guides) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Houston Boynton:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Fallacies and Pitfalls
of Language: The Language Trap (Dover Language Guides) suitable to you? The actual book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Fallacies and Pitfalls of Language: The Language Trap (Dover
Language Guides)is a single of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world with this book.

Vincenza Nagel:

The e-book with title Fallacies and Pitfalls of Language: The Language Trap (Dover Language Guides)
includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Bernice King:

Fallacies and Pitfalls of Language: The Language Trap (Dover Language Guides) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Fallacies and Pitfalls of Language: The Language Trap (Dover Language Guides)
however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of
crucial considering.
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