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With the weakening of the structural determinants of politics in Western democracies, it is commonly
assumed that individual politicians and politicians as individuals have come to mean more for voter
behaviour and party choice. Many observers argue that politics has become more personalised in the course
of the last few decades.

Although considerable research on the various aspects of personalisation has been carried out, no single
study so far has approached the question from a broad comparative perspective. By examining four central
dimensions of personalisation – institutions, candidates, party leaders and media – and by including data
from most stable parliamentary democracies, this book attempts to fill part of that gap.

The book demonstrates clearly that there is no linear trend towards more personalisation among the cases
studied. From the point of view of the general personalisation thesis, the findings are mixed at best; in some
important respects, they are negative. While the media tend to focus more on individual politicians, the idea
that party leaders increasingly determine the party choice of voters finds little support in empirical evidence.
Most researchers seem to agree that the position of the prime minister has become more dominant. A closer
look at comparative evidence results in a more complex picture. There has been a certain tendency to
develop the most party-centred electoral systems in a more candidate-centred direction. On the other hand,
recent reforms have altered some of the most candidate-centred systems in the opposite direction. Individual
candidates seem to mean more to voters in systems where preferential voting has been practiced for a long
time. This change is by no means dramatic, nor does it seem to apply to other electoral systems.

Karvonen shows that the personalisation thesis, while not completely erroneous, has been overstated not just
by the media but in some of the research literature as well.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Villa:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Personalisation of Politics: A
Study of Parliamentary Democracies (ECPR Monographs Series) book since this book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you may already know.

Lidia Hill:

Typically the book The Personalisation of Politics: A Study of Parliamentary Democracies (ECPR
Monographs Series) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify
the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The
Personalisation of Politics: A Study of Parliamentary Democracies (ECPR Monographs Series) is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Cheryl Phelps:

Beside this The Personalisation of Politics: A Study of Parliamentary Democracies (ECPR Monographs
Series) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Personalisation of Politics: A Study of
Parliamentary Democracies (ECPR Monographs Series) because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from now!

Janet Kline:

You will get this The Personalisation of Politics: A Study of Parliamentary Democracies (ECPR
Monographs Series) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written
or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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