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Those who despair of our age will find in this stimulating book heartening answers to their questions about
the fate of Western civilization and indications of the course humanity should follow if it is to save itself and
the world.

The course is not new. According to Ayres, it is the same course that humanity has taken from the dawn of
history, but with too many detours in pursuit of false values. It is the course that has brought us to the point
of civilization where we now stand—the course of developing knowledge and expanding truth, of our
increasing ability to exploit nature for our own welfare. From the earliest stick tool—through the invention
of the wheel, the Industrial Revolution, and the marvelous scientific and technological developments of the
space age—science and technology, knowledge and skill, have enabled humankind to create for itself an
increasingly better life. But with this development has come a sense of conflict between our secular culture
and our traditional values, a conflict requiring a reevaluation of values. This reevaluation is the subject of
Ayres' book.

His theme is that the abiding values are those relating to the common human experience shared by all
peoples, those values deriving from the quest for knowledge, from the never-ending struggle to harness the
forces of nature to human use. They are measured in terms of a standard of value that has the same meaning
for all people. And they have their validity in the cause-and-effect relationship basic to all human reasoning
and to the oneness and interrelatedness of all life.

Toward a Reasonable Society is a defense of industrial culture. It is a creative work, drawing upon numerous
areas of knowledge—ethics, sociology, economics, anthropology, history, philosophy, psychology, biology,
music, the graphic arts, mathematics, the physical sciences—to show the uniformities and the unchangeables
in the oneness of human life. It is an attack upon nostalgia and a defense of current arts, crafts, knowledge,
wisdom, and individual character. It is an inspiring definition of freedom, equality, security, abundance, and
other values of a democratic society. In being all these things it assumes a point of view that looks toward the
future.

And it is exciting reading. The author's closely reasoned discourse leads with inevitable progress from one
chapter to the next, with something like the suspense of a detective story. Each chapter is an intellectual
episode leaving the reader with an eagerness to see what the next development will be. The concreteness of
the numerous examples enhances the clarity of the prose. The compelling note is optimism for the future in
further development of the industrial society that has achieved the most successful way of life humankind
has ever known.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Moreno:

The book Toward a Reasonable Society make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Toward a Reasonable Society to become your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Toward a Reasonable
Society. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

Stephen Galvan:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Toward a Reasonable
Society suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Toward a Reasonable Societyis the main of several books in which everyone read now. That book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you
ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Beulah Chavez:

The guide untitled Toward a Reasonable Society is the publication that recommended to you to study. You
can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
get the e-book of Toward a Reasonable Society from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Helen Richards:

The book untitled Toward a Reasonable Society contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
her idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry,
you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start
their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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