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At the turn of the twenty-first century, American media abound with images and narratives of bodily
transformations. Transforming Bodies investigates how these representations have become key sites for the
negotiation of power. Focusing on the representations of 'extreme' forms of somatic transformations,
particularly cosmetic surgery, this book examines iconic popular cultural texts from diverse media and
genres. The reality TV show The Swan, the TV drama series Nip/Tuck, Chuck Palahniuk's (post-)postmodern
novels Invisible Monsters and Invisible Monsters Remix, and Scott Westerfeld's young adult fiction series
Uglies are read as expressions of the heterogeneous biopolitical discourses that are articulated in the
American mediascape. In contemporary American culture, representations of body transformations are often
part of a makeover paradigm that presents bodies as 'beautiful,' 'individual' and 'improved' if they adhere to
normative constructions of gender, sexuality, class, race/ethnicity, and able-bodiedness. However,
Transforming Bodies demonstrates that a number of popular cultural texts take up narrative structures,
representational strategies and ideological underpinnings of makeover culture in order to re-write them.
These texts link makeovers to images, practices, and narratives of monstrosity and thereby challenge cultural
norms. At the crossroads of American, cultural, literary, media, gender, queer, disability and governmentality
studies, the book presents a timely intervention into critical debates on body transformations and
contemporary makeover culture.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Wilson:

The book Transforming Bodies: Makeovers and Monstrosities in American Culture can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
best thing like a book Transforming Bodies: Makeovers and Monstrosities in American Culture? Some of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Transforming Bodies: Makeovers and
Monstrosities in American Culture has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

David Hoag:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Transforming Bodies: Makeovers and
Monstrosities in American Culture publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question
Transforming Bodies: Makeovers and Monstrosities in American Culture as good book but not only by the
cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Cynthia Olson:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list will be Transforming Bodies: Makeovers and Monstrosities in American
Culture. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Theresa Collins:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Transforming Bodies: Makeovers and
Monstrosities in American Culture or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Transforming Bodies: Makeovers and Monstrosities in



American Culture to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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