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This volume examines the dynamic relationship between the body, clothing, and identity in sub-Saharan
Africa and raises questions that have previously been directed almost exclusively to a Western and urban
context. Unusual in its treatment of the body surface as a critical frontier in the production and
authentification of identity, Clothing and Difference shows how the body and its adornment have been used
to construct and contest social and individual identities in Nigeria, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Kenya, and other
African societies during both colonial and post-colonial times.
Grounded in the insights of anthropology and history and influenced by developments in cultural studies,
these essays investigate the relations between the personal and the public, and between ideas about the self
and those about the family, gender, and national groups. They explore the bodily and material creation of the
changing identities of women, spirits, youths, ancestors, and entrepreneurs through a consideration of topics
such as fashion, spirit possession, commodity exchange, hygiene, and mourning.
By taking African societies as its focus, Clothing and Difference demonstrates that factors considered
integral to Western social development—heterogeneity, migration, urbanization, transnational exchange, and
media representation—have existed elsewhere in different configurations and with different outcomes. With
significance for a wide range of fields, including gender studies, cultural studies, art history, performance
studies, political science, semiotics, economics, folklore, and fashion and textile analysis/design, this work
provides alternative views of the structures underpinning Western systems of commodification,
postmodernism, and cultural differentiation.

Contributors. Misty Bastian, Timothy Burke, Hildi Hendrickson, Deborah James, Adeline Masquelier,
Elisha Renne, Johanna Schoss, Brad Weiss
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Wescott:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Clothing and
Difference: Embodied Identities in Colonial and Post-Colonial Africa (Body, commodity, text) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Anthony Doucet:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time
to be learn. Clothing and Difference: Embodied Identities in Colonial and Post-Colonial Africa (Body,
commodity, text) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.

Alan Sours:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Clothing and Difference:
Embodied Identities in Colonial and Post-Colonial Africa (Body, commodity, text) which is obtaining the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Gloria Castaldo:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something
by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Clothing and
Difference: Embodied Identities in Colonial and Post-Colonial Africa (Body, commodity, text).
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