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The première in 1816 in Rome of Gioachino Rossini’s famous opera was a fiasco comparable to those of
Wagner’s Tannhäuser and Bizet’s Carmen. But Il barbiere di Siviglia was soon recognised as being among
the greatest of comic operas, comparable to those of Mozart. Even Beethoven was enthusiastic.

Figaro, Seville’s barber, is confident of a good pay-off for facilitating the elopement of Rosina with the
Count of Almaviva. Her guardian also has designs on her and her fortune. Who will get there first? The story
is based on a comedy by the French playwright Beaumarchais, whose The Marriage of Figaro was used by
Mozart.

The Barber is packed with famous tunes, displaying Rossini’s glittering coloratura, trademark crescendos
and patter: Figaro’s famous Largo al factotum and Zitti, zitti, piano, piano; the Count’s serenade with guitar,
Ecco ridente; Rosina’s Singing Lesson and Una voce poco fa; Doctor Bartolo’s patter song A un dottor; Don
Basilio’s La calunnia. These are just some of the ingredients of this feast of humour and good tunes.

Written by Michael Steen, author of the acclaimed The Lives and Times of the Great Composers, ‘Short
Guides to Great Operas’ are concise, entertaining and easy to read. They are packed with useful information
and informed opinion, helping to make you a truly knowledgeable opera-goer, and so maximising your
enjoyment of a great musical experience.

Other ‘Short Guides to Great Operas’ that you may enjoy include The Marriage of Figaro, Così fan tutte and
Lucia di Lammermoor.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

This Rossini's The Barber of Seville: A Short Guide to a Great Opera (Great Operas) book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Rossini's The Barber of Seville: A Short Guide to a Great
Opera (Great Operas) without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in considering
and analyzing. Don't always be worry Rossini's The Barber of Seville: A Short Guide to a Great Opera
(Great Operas) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Rossini's The Barber of Seville: A Short
Guide to a Great Opera (Great Operas) having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Laura Thompson:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Rossini's The Barber of Seville: A Short
Guide to a Great Opera (Great Operas) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Blanche Ball:

The particular book Rossini's The Barber of Seville: A Short Guide to a Great Opera (Great Operas) will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Rossini's The Barber
of Seville: A Short Guide to a Great Opera (Great Operas) is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Annie Resnick:

Often the book Rossini's The Barber of Seville: A Short Guide to a Great Opera (Great Operas) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written
by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.
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