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Should character formation be a goal of civic education in a liberal democracy? In addition to teaching
knowledge and skills, should civic education shape children's values, beliefs, preferences, habits, identities,
and sentiments? Most contemporary political and educational theorists who address these questions respond
with a heavily qualified yes. They argue that education for civil character is vital to the survival and
flourishing of liberal democracy but its
content must be strictly limited to avoid compromising its recipients' ability to think and act as critically
autonomous citizens. This means that civic character education should not extend beyond inculcating in
children the basic and universal moral values that constitute the ideal of liberal
democracy itself.

Civics Beyond Critics argues that this orthodox view is wrong to prioritize critical autonomy over three other
valuable character traits that have traditionally been fostered by civic education: law-abidingness, civic
identification, and support for the fundamental political institutions of one's society. But the best alternative
is not simply to reverse the priority. The goal of this book is to show how we can recognize the value of the
kinds of character formation that civic
education has traditionally involved without losing the portion of the truth that can be found in the orthodox
view. Civics Beyond Critics warns against neglecting character traits that, although commonly labeled
'conservative', are realistically essential for the future of all liberal democracies.

Oxford Political Theory presents the best new work in contemporary political theory. It is intended to be
broad in scope, including original contributions to political philosophy, and also work in applied political
theory. The series will contain works of outstanding quality with no restriction as to approach or subject
matter. Series Editors: Will Kymlicka, David Miller, and Alan Ryan.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Carlton:

The book Civics Beyond Critics: Character Education in a Liberal Democracy (Oxford Political Theory) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing
like a book Civics Beyond Critics: Character Education in a Liberal Democracy (Oxford Political Theory)?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Civics Beyond Critics:
Character Education in a Liberal Democracy (Oxford Political Theory) has simple shape but you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So
it is very wonderful.

Tanya Minor:

This Civics Beyond Critics: Character Education in a Liberal Democracy (Oxford Political Theory) book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading
this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. That Civics Beyond Critics: Character Education in a Liberal
Democracy (Oxford Political Theory) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Civics Beyond Critics: Character Education in a
Liberal Democracy (Oxford Political Theory) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Civics Beyond
Critics: Character Education in a Liberal Democracy (Oxford Political Theory) having fine arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Cathrine Hart:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to be smart
in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Civics Beyond Critics: Character Education in a
Liberal Democracy (Oxford Political Theory) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Tyler Cote:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books
in the top record in your reading list is usually Civics Beyond Critics: Character Education in a Liberal



Democracy (Oxford Political Theory). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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