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Slaves to Fashion is a pioneering cultural history of the black dandy, from his emergence in Enlightenment
England to his contemporary incarnations in the cosmopolitan art worlds of London and New York. It is
populated by sartorial impresarios such as Julius Soubise, a freed slave who sometimes wore diamond-
buckled, red-heeled shoes as he circulated through the social scene of eighteenth-century London, and Yinka
Shonibare, a prominent Afro-British artist who not only styles himself as a fop but also creates ironic
commentaries on black dandyism in his work. Interpreting performances and representations of black
dandyism in particular cultural settings and literary and visual texts, Monica L. Miller emphasizes the
importance of sartorial style to black identity formation in the Atlantic diaspora.

Dandyism was initially imposed on black men in eighteenth-century England, as the Atlantic slave trade and
an emerging culture of conspicuous consumption generated a vogue in dandified black servants. “Luxury
slaves” tweaked and reworked their uniforms, and were soon known for their sartorial novelty and
sometimes flamboyant personalities. Tracing the history of the black dandy forward to contemporary
celebrity incarnations such as Andre 3000 and Sean Combs, Miller explains how black people became
arbiters of style and how they have historically used the dandy’s signature tools—clothing, gesture, and
wit—to break down limiting identity markers and propose new ways of fashioning political and social
possibility in the black Atlantic world. With an aplomb worthy of her iconographic subject, she considers the
black dandy in relation to nineteenth-century American literature and drama, W. E. B. Du Bois’s reflections
on black masculinity and cultural nationalism, the modernist aesthetics of the Harlem Renaissance, and
representations of black cosmopolitanism in contemporary visual art.
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From reader reviews:

Grace McClellan:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Slaves to Fashion: Black Dandyism and
the Styling of Black Diasporic Identity (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Katie McCants:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Slaves to Fashion: Black Dandyism
and the Styling of Black Diasporic Identity (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) book because book offers
you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
you may already know.

Kathryn Granger:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Slaves to Fashion:
Black Dandyism and the Styling of Black Diasporic Identity (e-Duke books scholarly collection.).

Wilbert York:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be Slaves to Fashion: Black Dandyism and the Styling of Black Diasporic
Identity (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) why because the amazing cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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