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In The Postcolonial State in Africa, Crawford Young offers an informed and authoritative comparative
overview of fifty years of African independence, drawing on his decades of research and first-hand
experience on the African continent.

    Young identifies three cycles of hope and disappointment common to many of the African states
(including those in North Africa) over the last half-century: initial euphoria at independence in the 1960s
followed by disillusionment with a lapse into single-party autocracies and military rule; a period of renewed
confidence, radicalization, and ambitious state expansion in the 1970s preceding state crisis and even failure
in the disastrous 1980s; and a phase of reborn optimism during the continental wave of democratization
beginning around 1990. He explores in depth the many African civil wars—especially those since
1990—and three key tracks of identity: Africanism, territorial nationalism, and ethnicity.

    Only more recently, Young argues, have the paths of the fifty-three African states begun to diverge more
dramatically, with some leading to liberalization and others to political, social, and economic
collapse—outcomes impossible to predict at the outset of independence.

“This book is the best volume to date on the politics of the last 50 years of African
independence.”—International Affairs

“The book shares Young’s encyclopedic knowledge of African politics, providing in a single volume a
comprehensive rendering of the first 50 years of independence. The book is sprinkled with anecdotes from
his vast experience in Africa and that of his many students, and quotations from all of the relevant literature
published over the past five decades. Students and scholars of African politics alike will benefit immensely
from and enjoy reading The Postcolonial State in Africa.”—Political Science Quarterly

“The study of African politics will continue to be enriched if practitioners pay homage to the erudition and
the nobility of spirit that has anchored the engagement of this most esteemed doyen of Africanists with the
continent.”—African History Review

“The book’s strongest attribute is the careful way that comparative political theory is woven into historical
storytelling throughout the text. . . . Written with great clarity even for all its detail, and its interwoven use of
theory makes it a great choice for new students of African studies.”—Australasian Review of African Studies
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From reader reviews:

George Nygaard:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
The Postcolonial State in Africa: Fifty Years of Independence, 1960-2010 (Africa and the Diaspora), it is
possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a book.

Jetta Butler:

This The Postcolonial State in Africa: Fifty Years of Independence, 1960-2010 (Africa and the Diaspora) is
great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great
coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Postcolonial State in Africa: Fifty Years of
Independence, 1960-2010 (Africa and the Diaspora) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in
it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right
but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Danny Saleem:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Postcolonial State in Africa: Fifty Years of
Independence, 1960-2010 (Africa and the Diaspora) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Laurie Dunn:

You will get this The Postcolonial State in Africa: Fifty Years of Independence, 1960-2010 (Africa and the
Diaspora) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed
but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are



still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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