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This book explores the many ways in which the obsession with “being smart” distorts the life of a typical
college or university, and how this obsession leads to a higher education that shortchanges the majority of
students, and by extension, our society’s need for an educated population.

The author calls on his colleagues in higher education to return the focus to the true mission of developing
the potential of each student: However “smart” they are when they get to college, both the student and the
college should be able to show what they learned while there.

Unfortunately, colleges and universities have embraced two very narrow definitions of smartness: the course
grade and especially the standardized test. A large body of research shows that it will be very difficult for
colleges to fulfill their stated mission unless they substantially broaden their conception to include student
qualities such as leadership, social responsibility, honesty, empathy, and citizenship.

Specifically, the book grapples with issues such as the following:

• Why America’s 3,000-plus colleges and universities have evolved into a hierarchical pecking order, where
institutions compete with each other to recruit “smart” students, and where a handful of elite institutions at
the top of the pecking order enroll the “smartest” students.

• Why higher education favors its smartest students to the point where the “not so smart” students get
second-class treatment.

• Why so many colleges find it difficult to make good on their commitment to affirmative action and
“equality of opportunity.”

• Why college faculties tend to value being smart more than developing students’ smartness (i.e., teaching
and learning).
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Spencer:

The book Are You Smart Enough?: How Colleges' Obsession with Smartness Shortchanges Students give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make reading a book Are You Smart Enough?: How Colleges' Obsession with Smartness Shortchanges
Students for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a book Are You
Smart Enough?: How Colleges' Obsession with Smartness Shortchanges Students. Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Robert Hightower:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Are
You Smart Enough?: How Colleges' Obsession with Smartness Shortchanges Students suitable to you? The
book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Are You Smart Enough?:
How Colleges' Obsession with Smartness Shortchanges Studentsis the one of several books which everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Michele Williams:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Are You Smart Enough?: How
Colleges' Obsession with Smartness Shortchanges Students that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Are You Smart
Enough?: How Colleges' Obsession with Smartness Shortchanges Students become your current starter.

Shirley Bishop:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Are You Smart Enough?: How Colleges' Obsession with
Smartness Shortchanges Students can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book
you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't



recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Are You Smart Enough?: How Colleges' Obsession with Smartness Shortchanges Students.
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