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First published in 1982, this penetrating, immensely readable biography of the brilliant poet, translator, and
art critic, F. W. J. Hemmings gives us a fascinating new perspective on Baudelaire's extraordinary, complex
personality, his artistic achievements, and his tormented life.

Hemmings, the noted biographer of Zola and Alexandre Dumas, has drawn on a great volume of material for
this work, much of which came to light as late at the 70s. He shows how Baudelaire's unhappy childhood and
the mixture of strong affection and bitter resentment in his feelings for his mother provide the key to his
contradictory and self-destructive behavior, particularly in his neurotic relationships with women. Burdened
with a sense of guilt and acutely conscious of his shortcomings, Baudelaire was constantly at odds with
himself, with those around him, and with the optimistic, materialistic society of his day, which he hated.

From the poverty, disease, and despair that plagued him sprang Les Fleurs du Mal, the poetry by which he
was to achieve immortality. The struggle to create and publish these poems-which were immediately
condemned as pornographic-is vividly described.

But Baudelaire was also an art critic whose aesthetic insights are still discussed today, and his book on drug
addiction, Les Paradis Artificiels, remains relevant to our time. He introduced Edgar Allan Poe, a writer with
whom he strongly identified, to the European public, and he was one of the first Wagnerians in France.
Baudelaire the Damned is an important re-examination of all these varied aspects of Baudelaire's life and
work, as well as an engrossing portrait of one of the geniuses of world literature.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Britton:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply
read you can spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book Baudelaire the Damned: A Biography
(Bloomsbury Reader) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book has high quality.

Linda Wood:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Baudelaire the Damned: A Biography
(Bloomsbury Reader) reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Baudelaire the Damned: A
Biography (Bloomsbury Reader) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Felix Talarico:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Baudelaire the Damned: A Biography (Bloomsbury Reader) will give you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Jason Faria:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Baudelaire the Damned: A Biography (Bloomsbury
Reader) can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing



more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Baudelaire the
Damned: A Biography (Bloomsbury Reader).
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