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THE hokku or more properly haiku is a tiny verse-form in which Japanese poets have been working for
hundreds of years. Originally it was the first part of the tanka, a five-line poem, often written by two people
as a literary game: one writing three lines, the other, two lines capping them. But the hokku, or three-line
starting verse, became popular as a separate form. As such it is properly called haiku, and retains an
incredible popularity among all classes of Japanese. There are only seventeen syllables in the haiku, the first
and third lines contain five, the second line seven. There is almost always in it the name of the season, or a
key word giving the season by inference. (This is a short-cut, costing the poet only one or two syllables,
whereby the reader can immediately comprehend the weather, the foliage, the bird and insect-life?and the
emotions traditional to the season: factors which almost always are important in the poem.) But there is also,
in a good haiku, more than a mere statement of feeling or a picture of nature: there is an implied identity
between two seemingly different things. The greatest of haiku-writers, and the poet who crystallized the
style, was Basho (1644-1694). In his later years he was a student of Zen Buddhism, and his later poems,
which are his best, express the rapturous awareness in that mystical philosophy of the identity of life in all its
forms. With this awareness, Basho immersed himself in even the tiniest things, and with religious fervor and
sure craftsmanship converted them into poetry. He was ardently loved by his followers, and by later poets,
and his Zen philosophy has thus been perpetuated in later haiku. It is, indeed, a key to the completest
appreciation of most haiku. Following Basho in time and fame was Buson (1715-1783)?a little more
sophisticated and detached than his predecessor, and an equally exquisite craftsman. The third great haiku
poet was unhappy Issa (1763-1827), a continual butt of fate. He is less poetic but more lovable than Basho
and Buson. His tender, witty haiku about his dead children, his bitter poverty, his little insect friends, endear
him to every reader. Other masters are of course represented here too.
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From reader reviews:

Charles McCreery:

The book Japanese Haiku can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Japanese Haiku? Some of you have
a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Japanese Haiku has simple shape however
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Houston Boynton:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Japanese Haiku is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Scott Bush:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Japanese Haiku, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Lindsay Washington:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day long to reading a publication. The book Japanese Haiku it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.
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