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During the Soviet Union's Great Patriotic War, from 1941 to 1945, as many as 24 million of its citizens died.
14 million were children ages fourteen or younger. And for those who survived, the suffering was far from
over. The prewar Stalinist vision of a "happy childhood" nurtured by a paternal, loving state had given way,
out of necessity. What replaced it—the dictate that children be prepared to sacrifice everything, including
childhood itself—created a generation all too familiar with deprivation, violence, and death. The experience
of these children, and the role of the state in shaping their narrative, are the subject of this book, which fills
in a critical but neglected chapter in the Soviet story and in the history of World War II.

In Sacrificing Childhood, Julie deGraffenried chronicles the lives of the Soviet wartime children and the uses
to which they were put—not just as combatants or workers in factories and collective farms, but also as
fodder for propaganda, their plight a proof of the enemy's depredations. Not all Soviet children lived through
the war in the same way; but in the circumstances of a child in occupied Belarus or in the Leningrad
blockade, a young deportee in Siberia or evacuee in Uzbekistan, deGraffenried finds common threads that
distinguish the child's experience of war from the adult's. The state's expectations, however, were the same
for all children, as we see here in children's mass media and literature and the communications of party
organizations and institutions, most notably the Young Pioneers, whose relentless wartime activities made
them ideal for the purposes of propaganda.

The first in-depth study of where Soviet children fit into the history of the war, Sacrificing Childhood also
offers an unprecedented view of the state's changing expectations for its children, and how this figured in the
nature and direction of post-war Soviet society.
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From reader reviews:

Roderick Donnell:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Sacrificing Childhood:
Children and the Soviet State in the Great Patriotic War (Modern War Studies)? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Curtis Salas:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Sacrificing Childhood: Children and the
Soviet State in the Great Patriotic War (Modern War Studies) will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which
open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Michael Cardona:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them
is this Sacrificing Childhood: Children and the Soviet State in the Great Patriotic War (Modern War Studies).

Irene Hoyt:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Sacrificing Childhood: Children and the
Soviet State in the Great Patriotic War (Modern War Studies) was colorful and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Sacrificing Childhood: Children and the Soviet State in the Great Patriotic
War (Modern War Studies) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto
or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading that will.
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