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Enhanced by Stephen Mitchell’s illuminating commentary, the next volume of the classic manual on
the art of living

The most widely translated book in world literature after the Bible, Lao-tzu’s Tao Te Ching, or Book of the
Way, is the classic manual on the art of living. Following the phenomenal success of his own version of the
Tao Te Ching, renowned scholar and translator Stephen Mitchell has composed the innovative The Second
Book of the Tao. Drawn from the work of Lao-tzu’s disciple Chuang-tzu and Confucius’s grandson Tzussu,
The Second Book of the Tao offers Western readers a path into reality that has nothing to do with Taoism or
Buddhism or old or new alone, but everything to do with truth. Mitchell has selected the freshest, clearest
teachings from these two great students of the Tao and adapted them into versions that reveal the poetry,
depth, and humor of the original texts with a thrilling new power. Alongside each adaptation, Mitchell
includes his own commentary, at once explicating and complementing the text.

This book is a twenty-first-century form of ancient wisdom, bringing a new, homemade sequel to the Tao Te
Ching into the modern world. Mitchell’s renditions are radiantly lucid; they dig out the vision that’s hiding
beneath the words; they grab the text by the scruff of the neck—by its heart, really—and let its essential
meanings fall out. The book introduces us to a cast of vivid characters, most of them humble artisans or
servants, who show us what it means to be in harmony with the way things are. Its wisdom provides a
psychological and moral acuity as deep as the Tao Te Ching itself.

The Second Book of the Tao is a gift to contemporary readers, granting us access to our own fundamental
wisdom. Mitchell’s meditations and risky reimagining of the original texts are brilliant and liberating, not
least because they keep catching us off-guard, opening up the heavens where before we saw a roof. He
makes the ancient teachings at once modern, relevant, and timeless.

Listen to a special podcast with Stephen Mitchell:
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From reader reviews:

Jodi Saldana:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to
answer that question simply because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar
on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific The
Second Book of the Tao to read.

Enrique Flora:

The guide untitled The Second Book of the Tao is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see
the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The
Second Book of the Tao from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Debra Unger:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The The Second Book of
the Tao will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

David Hosford:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Second Book of the Tao or others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Second Book of the Tao
to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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