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A number of critics and scholars argue for the notion of a distinctly Catholic variety of imagination, not as a
matter of doctrine or even of belief, but rather as an artistic sensibility. They figure the blend of intellectual,
emotional, spiritual and ethical assumptions that proceed from Catholic belief constitutes a vision of reality
that necessarily informs the artist's imaginative expression. The notion of a Catholic imagination, however,
has lacked thematic and theological coherence. To articulate this intuition is to cross the problematic
interdisciplinary borders between theology and literature; and, although scholars have devel oped useful
methods for undertaking such interdisciplinary "border-crossings,” relatively few have been devoted to a
serious examination of the theological aesthetic upon which these other aesthetics might hinge.

In A Theology of Criticism, Michael Patrick Murphy proposes a new framework to better define the concept
of a Catholic imagination. He explores the many ways in which the theological work of Hans Ursvon
Balthasar (1905-1988) can provide the model, content, and optic for distinguishing this type of imagination
from others. Since Balthasar views art and literature precisely as theologies, Murphy surveys a broad array of
poetry, drama, fiction, and film and sets it against central aspects of Balthasar's theological program. In
doing so, Murphy seeks to develop atheology of criticism.

Thisinterdisciplinary work recovers the legitimate place of adistinct "theological imagination” in critical
theory, showing that Balthasar's voice both challenges and complements contemporary devel opments.
Murphy also contends that postmodern interpretive methodology, with its careful critique of entrenched
philosophical assumptions and reiterated codes of meaning, is not the threat to theological meaning that
many fear. On the contrary, by juxtaposing postmodern critical methodol ogies against Balthasar's visionary
theological range, a space is made available for literary critics and theologians alike. More important, the
critic is provided with the tools to assess, challenge, and celebrate the theological imagination asit is
depicted today.
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From reader reviews:
Todd Grossi:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar,
Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy Series) seemed to be making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
publication A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR
Academy Series) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend
when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with the book A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic I magination
(AAR Academy Series). You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Anthony Robin:

Now aday people that Living in the erawherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar,
Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy Series) book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt
init asyou know.

Robert Garcia:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with palsis thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar,
Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy Series), you are able to enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh can happen its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Manuel Pina:

On thiserawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple method to have that. What you have to
doisjust spending your time not much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar,
Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy Series). This book that is certainly qualified
as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this



publication you can get many advantages.
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