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Paul Kurtz, America's leading secular humanist philosopher, affirms that it is possible to live the good life
and be morally responsible, without belief in religion. In this original and penetrating book, Kurtz delineates
the means by which humanity can transcend the limitations of traditional religious loyalties and achieve a
higher stage of ethics.

Fundamentalists deny the possibility of ethics without belief in God. Conservatives rail against secularists.
Yet belief in God is no guarantee of moral virtue - as the evils committed in the name of religion have
vividly shown. Are there secular ethical principles  and values that are vital for a world in crisis?

In this new edition of Forbidden Fruit, Kurtz defends the ethics of secularism and humanism. In order to
progress to a maximum level of creative development, he maintains that we must be nourished by the
"forbidden fruit" of the knowledge of good and evil, grounding principles and values in autonomous reason.
This is the path that leads to the discovery of significant ethical truths that can guide both self-reliant conduct
and consideration for the rights of others. By breaking the bonds of theistic illusion, we can summon the
courage and wisdom to develop a rational ethic based on a realistic appraisal of nature and an awareness of
the centrality of the moral decencies common to all peoples.

The ultimate key to the good life, Kurtz writes, is to eat of the fruit of the second tree in the Garden of Eden -
the tree of life - discovering for ourselves the manifold potentialities for a bountiful existance.

Forbidden Fruit contains important chapters on ethical excellences for individuals, moral education for
children, and thoughts on privacy and human rights, in addition to presenting concrete ethical
recommendations as alternatives to the reigning orthodoxies.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gines:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read will be
Forbidden Fruit: The Ethics of Secularism.

James Rodriguez:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that
need more time to be go through. Forbidden Fruit: The Ethics of Secularism can be your answer since it can
be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

John Barrow:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Forbidden Fruit: The Ethics of Secularism was colorful and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Forbidden Fruit: The Ethics of Secularism has
many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading in which.

Lupe Holloway:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
Forbidden Fruit: The Ethics of Secularism we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?
For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Forbidden Fruit: The Ethics of Secularism. You
can more attractive than now.
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