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Emerging out of the American punk rock scene of the early 1980s, straightedge youth have held their ground
and made important inroads on the broader terrain of American youth culture for the last twenty-five years.
Known primarily for their militant opposition to drinking, drug use, and casual sex, as well as for their
commitment to vegetarian and vegan lifestyles, straightedge youth have received little scholarly attention,
and then primarily through studies focused on the larger subcultural framework of punk rock. Robert T.
Wood presents the first theoretical and in-depth treatment of the straightedge culture.

Drawing on interviews with founding members and current straightedge youth, content analysis of the music
lyrics, and straightedge "zines," Wood places the movement within the context of contemporary subcultural
theory and the framework of cultural studies.

Identifying straightedge as a movement whose cultural boundaries have transformed over time, Wood
explores the ways in which the group members' diverse and often contradictory self-understanding has
contributed to the movement's evolution. Wood details the complexities of the subculture from its origins in
Washington, D.C., through the emergence of schismatic straightedge factions and the adoption of animal
rights and vegetarian agendas. This book offers an excellent introduction for those interested in the sociology
of punk rock and its subcultures and will be an invaluable resource for sociologists and straightedge
adherents.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Mendoza:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Straightedge
Youth: Complexity and Contradictions of a Subculture? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Aaron Martinez:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Straightedge Youth: Complexity and
Contradictions of a Subculture why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Kevin Pennell:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Straightedge Youth:
Complexity and Contradictions of a Subculture which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Clement Williams:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
named of book Straightedge Youth: Complexity and Contradictions of a Subculture. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier
to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to
other place.
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